In the information age, fastest growing internetbased technologies led us to an overwhelming amount of information/data and we faced with new terms such as information overload, infobesity, and infoxication. The number of scientific articles goes beyond 114 million, [1] 2.5 million published each
year [2] and global scientific output doubles every nine years, [3] which are popularly known as 21 st century science overload. Recent advancements based on network theory allowed us to summarize and visualize complex networks of scientific articles as graphs, known as science mapping. 
Editorial
In this editorial, we aimed to provide an overview of the scientific landscape of 2017 dental literature and making them lively visible and concrete for busy dental researchers and practitioners.
However, on October 12, 2016, we analyzed PubMed data and made a scientific forecast on dental research output within the next 20 years using exponential smoothing algorithm, an advanced machine learning algorithm. [4] According to the forecast, number of 2017 dental articles must be more than 14,000, yet in reality number of article dropped to 7718 which involved only 385 clinical trial and 406 systematic reviews and meta-analysis [ Figure 1 ]. The reasons for this dramatic drop are unclear for us, yet it needs more attention. . [5] Author keywords were used for science mapping through co-occurrence network analysis. A minimum number of occurrence of a keyword was set at 14 to include in the study. Among 90 keywords which met the threshold, oral health, dental education, and dental caries were the hottest topics among 2017 dental articles [ Figure 2 ].
Text mining by PubMed PubReMiner, [6] showed UK (788), China As a final point; dental research directors, research funders and policymaker must analyze pros and cons of 2017 sharp drop in quantity of dental articles. Moreover, with respect to 2017 hotspots [ Figure 2 ], it seems logical to postulate that dental research community must pay extra attention to emerging and groundbreaking issues such as genomic medicine, stem cells, tissue engineering, nanotechnology, artificial intelligence, etc.
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